
 

Green Mondays continue at Preston New Road, demonstrating an ongoing Green Party 
presence. 
 
The aim is to get the biggest number of protesters possible on at least one day a week in 
order to display opposition to Cuadrilla and slow their activities. This is not restricted to 
Green Party only, but Blackpool and Fylde members are always there to help swell the 
numbers. 
 
Highlights of Green Mondays since the last Green View - 
 
Deputy leader Amelia Womack showed her support on 4th September, voicing her 
encouragement and total admiration for the work of “our” Tina Rothery, who was arrested 
a couple of days earlier. 
 
On the 18th we had the welcome surprise of a visit from both our party leaders, Caroline’s 
first and Jonathan’s second. Other speakers included Stephen Hall, president of the 
Greater Manchester Association of Trade Unions. Jonathan seems unable to stay away for 
long – he returned in October. 
 
Other celebrity visits included Jenny Jones, aka Baroness Jones of Moulsecoomb, a Green 
Party member of the House of Lords. In her speeches she was critical of both fracking and 
the policing of PNR. 

Green 
Mondays 

Contacts for more information –  
Chair – Duncan Royle - Duncan.Royle@greenparty.org.uk 
Secretary – Christine Tootill - christine@alantootill.co.uk 
Newsletter Editor – Alan Tootill – alantootill@yahoo.com 
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Preston 
New Road 

Update 

 

Preston New Road Action Group is still awaiting the outcome of its latest legal challenge to 
Cuadrilla’s planning permission. In late August PNRAG went to the Court of Appeal, asking 
three court judges, over a two-day hearing, to set aside the decision by the communities 
secretary of state, Sajid Javid, to overrule the local democratic decision and impose 
fracking on the Fylde. The central legal argument is that Javid misunderstood key local 
and national planning policies in arriving at his decision. 
 
Whatever happens when judgement is eventually handed down, this will probably not be 
the end of legal action, although in UK legal terms this may be the last chance to change 
this particular decision. And it is heartening to know that the continued campaign against 
fracking at Preston New Road, and indeed in other counties, particularly Yorkshire and 
Cheshire, is now receiving greater national and regional media prominence. 
 
Peaceful campaigning action has been ongoing at PNR for over ten months now. The daily 
activities have been overshadowed by heavy policing, running up a sizeable bill - perhaps 
£3 million or so - for Lancashire’s council tax payers. The police response to peaceful 
demonstration has been accused of being heavy-handed and disproportionate. More 
significantly, perhaps, except in the view of those forcefully manhandled and put in danger 
by police action, the police are now it seems clearly facilitating Cuadrilla rather than lawful 
protest, as is their duty. 
 
Cuadrilla, meanwhile, continue to add to their sorry record as serial breachers of planning 
permission conditions, which was well established in Lancashire earlier, as well as at 
Balcombe. They are currently seeking permission to extend their working, including truck 
movements, to overnight activity, giving no respite for their neighbours. However many 
breaches of the agreed lawful traffic plan have been recorded, including one particular 
even when the police colluded in a breach of the plan by allowing Cuadrilla to deliver their 
rig at four o’clock in the morning. More recently Cuadrilla’s pad has been flooded, with 
leakage of polluted water assumed to the neighbouring field and ditches, and their lorries 
removing waste have been shown and filmed leaking waste liquids onto roads. Their 
security guards continue to raise concerns about their actions, including an incident on 6th 
November, when they urged a lorry to move, putting at risk the safety of a protester who 
had climbed onto the truck. Sadly, this was also with police connivance, but fortunately 
action by the protesters prevented further movement and the police and security were 
forced to back down. 
 
All in all this is a sad confirmation of what we knew from the start. There is no “Gold 
Standard” regulation. The police, the Environment Agency and Lancashire County Council 
appear powerless to stop breaches of traffic safety, environmental agreements and 
planning conditions. 
 
Meanwhile our Fylde MP stays particularly and significantly silent, a disgrace to his duty to 
further the interests of his constituents. Perhaps he will think Cuadrilla’s offer of some 
£2,000 per household for those living near the PNR site is compensation enough. But this 
is peanuts compared with the loss of property value the neighbours have suffered, and 
there is no price we can put on environmental and public health. There is no better 
argument for voting Green. 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 



A Day at 
G.P. 

Conference 

 It had been many years since I last went to Harrogate, but on arrival I immediately 
recalled what a great place it is for a conference – elegant buildings, small shops and great 
green spaces serve as a reminder that large towns need not be ugly and purely functional. 
The other thing that struck me was how powerful it felt to be in close contact with so many 
like-minded people – it is one of the best reasons to attend conference. 
 
Amelia Womack opened the conference with a rousing speech, recounting how now, (in 
the age of Trump, emerging climate change chaos and Brexit mess), it is more important 
than ever that we speak truth to power. She also reminded the conference that we are a 
truly democratic party in which members decide policy, and in a swipe at another party 
she quipped, “Our policy does not change with a change of leader. Our policy is truly 
decided by the Many and not the Few!” 
She also said that the Green Party will continue to use its influence to highlight the 
consequences of harmful and unjust government policies and continue to encourage new 
ideas that foster a fairer and more caring world that works in the interests of us all. 
Another event that could only happen at a Green Party conference was the very moving 
and enlivening singing in rounds to end the opening speech. To hear the whole conference 
singing in harmony was a truly uplifting experience; 
“Sleepwalkers all, No more delusions’ Planet Earth is sounding, Our wake-up call”  
 
There were numerous presentations, training workshops and fringe events to choose from. 
I particularly enjoyed a discussion chaired by Natalie Bennett entitled, “How do we get out 
of this Economic Mess?”.  Plain talking Professor of Economics, Steve Keen, did a great job 
of highlighting the deceits within the often used con-trick - that the high level of 
Government debt is used to perpetuate the belief that there is no alternative to austerity. 
The truth is there is plenty of room for manoeuvre and he eloquently made the case for an 
economic boost for ordinary people and not the big banks/shareholders. 
Co-leader Jonathan Bartley led a vibrant discussion on the future strategy of the party in 
the aftermath of the 2017 General Election.  Clearly a large number of Green voters 
switched to Labour in the wake of Labour’s shift to the left under Jeremy Corbyn.  
However research conducted by political analysts show that voters are much less loyal and 
more likely to switch parties than ever before. The implications for the Green Party are 
that we don’t want to insult and alienate Labour voters, and that we want to focus on the 
aspects of the Green Party that differentiate us from Labour – such as; a drive for proper 
democracy through PR, opposition to trident, and prove that we are solidly green on 
various issues like energy (unlike Labour which can still be flaky on things like opposing 
Fracking). The analysts profile of Green Voters was also interesting; - typically libertarian, 
critical of the system, thoughtful and forward looking – all very positive! 
 
Overall it was a very rewarding and enlightening conference. Not only did I meet new 
people and pick up some new ideas and knowledge, but it strengthened my resolve to 
speak out for the sane policies that we all need to create a more compassionate and 
sustainable world. With the state of politics as it is today, we need the voice of the Green 
Party now more than ever. 
 
Duncan Royle 
Chair: Blackpool & Fylde Green Party 
 



Tina Louise Rothery 
 

 
 
It can’t have escaped the attention of any of our members that Tina Louise has been one 
of the most active voices against fracking, not only at Preston New Road, but nationally. 
Although she doesn’t wave the Green Party flag all the time, there are probably few 
outside our party who don’t have respect for her, and by implication, the party she has 
stood for in the last two general elections. 
 
Members probably remember that she won a famous legal victory against Cuadrilla in 2016 
when they backed down in court from trying to impose a £55,000 fine on her, and she was 
spared a custodial charge when contempt of court proceedings were dropped. Tina was 
awarded life membership of the national Green Party in recognition of her bravery in 
standing up to the fracking industry on the ground and in the courts. 
 
She has been particularly active since January 2017, monitoring and documenting action at 
Preston New Road and providing an inspiration to others. In September this year she was 
arrested for protesting at PNR and spent time at Bonny Street police station before being 
charged.  
 
Her alleged offence? Crossing the road when advised not to by police. She pleaded not 
guilty in a short court hearing on 10th October and we still have to await the outcome. 
 
Tina said after the incident, “The police had chosen on this day to limit our movements on 
Preston New Road, preventing, for the first time in the eight months we’ve been here, 
anyone from stepping onto the traffic island or crossing the road to the verge. There were 
no actions taking place and traffic was light. There was no reason why I should not cross.” 
 
Shortly after, Amelia Womack, Green Party deputy leader, said - 
 
"I offer my full support and total admiration to Tina. She is an inspiration and has proved 
time and again that to live in a free society we must be constantly challenging the 
decisions of those in power. She has put herself on the line to stop dirty and destructive 
fracking and with supporters and her political party behind her that effort will not be in 
vain." 
 
(continued)   (photo credit: Steve Morgan / Greenpeace) 
 
 



  
 
 
 
 
 Tina Louise 

– an 
update 

 

The last month has brought good news and not-so-good news. 
 
The good news is that in October Tina was elected to the GPEW national Campaigns 
Committee by members at the conference in Harrogate. 
 
The not-so-good news is that Tina once again suffered unreasonable behaviour by the 
police at Preston New Road. This time the behaviour went a step too far. Tina has lodged 
an official complaint after she was assaulted by the police, in terms of what she describes 
as “painful arm pinching, tight body-hugging and strangulation”. 
 
Tina said on social media - 
“It was dark all around me within moments of the first bit of shoving by the police line 
behind me – I expected to be marched across the now-closed bit of road and that would 
be that… but the dark was the genuinely shocking draping of three large male bodies on 
top of my small female one… the weight, the pushing and the sense of suffocation was 
confusing and the size of them blacked out light and all I recall is a small glimmer of road 
through the cracks in body mass. 
 
NO I was not seriously harmed… I’ll be ok but IT’S NOT OK. It’s not OK that an adult who 
got up and went to his professional job, in a uniform as a police officer, thought pinching 
and strangulation were ‘appropriate force’ – these were not accidental manoeuvres or 
things I can write off as simply a matter of the clash of bodies in a tense situation – they 
were deliberate acts. But what for? What was the intent? What went through the minds of 
these officers when they did these things? They behaved as sick, twisted abusers and 
there is NO PLACE FOR THIS IN OUR POLICE FORCE OR ANYWHERE.” 
 
Tina showed pictures of bruising to her arm and is seeking anyone with third-party video 
evidence of the incident to come forward to support her case against Lancashire 
Constabulary. 

                 



 
 

 
 
Thanks are due to our member Roddy Hanson for his work in promoting Vegan and Green 
Fairs in the area, and for securing Green Party participation. The first major event is - 
 

Blackpool Vegan and Green Festival 
 
10th March 2018, 10 am to 5 pm 
 
https://www.facebook.com/BlackpoolVeganGreenFest/ 
 
https://www.facebook.com/events/128424481216690/ 
 
The event is planned to host around 50 stalls, including 6 caterers, talks and films about 
veganism and fracking, free food, free guides on how to go vegan, and free vegan recipe 
booklets 
 
St. Thomas' Church Parish Centre, 135, Caunce Street, Blackpool, FY1 3NJ 
(10 minutes walk from Blackpool North train station) 
 
The festival will be followed by a party with food from 8 pm until late at Blackpool's only 
vegan restaurant, bar, and hotel, The King's Hotel, 553, New South Promenade, Blackpool, 
FY4 1NF 
(1 minute walk from Blackpool Pleasure Beach) 
 
For stall bookings, please contact Paul - mail@kingshotelblackpool.co.uk 
 
All other enquiries to Roddy -  roddy.hanson@googlemail.com 
 
Blackpool and Fylde Green Party is already booked to have a stall at the event, we’ll 
update members nearer the time regarding any help needed! 
 
 

Vegan and Green Fairs 

https://www.facebook.com/BlackpoolVeganGreenFest/
https://www.facebook.com/events/128424481216690/
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Maple Farm Weekend Events 
 
Every Saturday is a Solidarity Saturday at Maple Farm, on Preston New Road, and there 
are other weekend events at the Community Hub. Check Facebook  
https://www.facebook.com/groups/blackpoolfyldegreenparty/ 
or 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/210710602798416/ 
for details of any special events coming up. 
 

 
 
Membership Survey 
 
Local party members will soon be receiving a survey designed to hear YOUR views on what 
the Committee can do to improve and expand our party’s activities and membership 
involvement. 
 
There’s an incentive to complete and return the survey, as there’s a draw prize, including 
free entry to the to the Blackpool Vegan Festival in March 2018. 
 

November members meeting 
 
The next meeting will be held in Blackpool, Hopefully this will be good news for our “town” 
members, who will be especially welcome. The date is November 16th – members will 
receive agenda and time/venue details by email. 
 
Chair Duncan Royle will open the meeting with a timely presentation and discussion on 
Climate Change. 

Other News and Notices  
 



 
 
 

Firstly thanks to those contributing to this edition of our Green View, and I hope their 
efforts are appreciated and that, particularly, members would like to see this become a 
regular feature. All suggestions or articles for the next edition gratefully received. 
 
Secondly I feel the need to apologise for – or rather I should say explain - what may seem 
like an undue emphasis on fracking in this edition. Our party is, of course, engaged in 
many more policy and action areas. But this is the one on our doorstep, THE big one. 
Fracking has become the most contentious single environmental issue I can think of in my 
time in the party, bigger than any I have worked on, including old but not forgotten 
concerns like sewage in our waters, poll tax, involvement in unjust wars. But above all the 
Climate Change issue, which old hands in the Green Party have been campaigning on for 
decades, is here, present, and will affect our future, and perhaps more significantly the 
future lives of millions abroad and the security of our planet. 
 
It is within this context that fracking rises to the surface of our concerns. But the 
arguments against fracking are not restricted to climate change. For decades we waited for 
the scientific consensus on our climate. I am convinced we will have to wait for a long time 
for scientific consensus on the harm and risk from fracking to our present and future 
health, water, air and wider environment. But that consensus will come. What we can not 
afford to do is harm our land and our communities in the meantime. 
 
It has also become clear that fracking involves wider social and economic issues. Issues of 
democracy, regional rights and the rise of central government power raising the fear of 
totalitarianism. And recent weeks have shown incidents showing that the police are now 
being used to facilitate fracking companies and have become a political tool.  
 
No party has spoken out more than the Green Party, nor acted against fracking for so long 
and so consistently. No party has expressed total solidarity with those at the gates of the 
frackers who are in the front line protecting our environment. And no MP has done more 
than Caroline Lucas to keep the fracking question at the forefront of parliamentary 
attention. 
 
It come at a price, of course. Caroline was arrested at Balcombe (but acquitted in court, 
months after being charged). Tina Rothery has been arrested, and now suffered police 
abuse, as mentioned in an article above. A short while ago Anne Power was forcibly 
removed from a chair and dragged across the road by police. And this week Jonathan 
Bartley, suffered similar manhandling. 
 
Here’s how Jonathan reacted in a New Statesman comment article. 
 
Police aggression can’t beat the moral force of the green movement 
 
For the first time in my political career, I was shoved, dragged, and forcibly removed from 
a protest.  
 
Over the last few weeks, we’ve seen the police getting more and more heavy handed on 
fracking protests, with the shoving, kettling and dragging of local residents becoming a 
strange new norm in sleepy towns across Yorkshire and Lancashire. 
 
Still, it’s one thing to read and hear about it, and quite another thing to experience it for 
yourself. On Friday, for the first time in my political career, I found myself giving a speech 
in the centre of a kettle, before being shoved, dragged, and forcibly removed along with a 
number of other protesters. Clearly, we’ve got the fracking industry rattled. 
 
(continued) 

Editorial 



 
I’m far from the first to experience police aggression at fracking protests. You may 
remember the recent story of Anne Power - an 85 year old who was dragged across a road 
by three police officers while protesting at a fracking site. Or perhaps you saw the incident 
of a woman who felt bullied for the unpardonable crime of serving tea to local residents 
exercising their right to peaceful protest. 
 
As co-leader of the Green party, I joined local activists and residents to show our solidarity 
with the community, and peaceful opposition to this particularly dirty and dangerous form 
of fossil fuel extraction. If our government is serious about honouring the climate change 
commitments it made to the world as part of the Paris Agreement, then we can’t start 
churning up our countryside to try and wring every last drop of fossil fuel from the earth, 
no matter the cost to our water, our air and our climate. 
 
Unsurprisingly, public support for fracking has gone into freefall, with public support hitting 
an absolute rock bottom of just 16 per cent over the summer. At the same time, we also 
saw the cost of wind energy collapse, and renewables breaking record after record after 
record. Not only do we not want fracking - we don’t need it. Our government needs to 
show the same political courage as Scotland and simply stop fracking. Sadly, we’re seeing 
the exact opposite at the moment. 
 
As I type these words, drills are poised to churn up the countryside of Ryedale, North 
Yorkshire, because our government looks likely to side with the companies who want to 
wreck our countryside and climate for the sake of a small short-term profit, rather than 
listen to local residents, scientific experts and the public at large. The council has approved 
the licence. Local residents have been notified. All that remains is for secretary of state 
Greg Clarke to give the thumbs up, and Third Energy can kick their reckless dash for gas 
into action. Now is the time to keep the pressure on. 
 
Neither the government nor the fracking companies were expecting this level of public 
resistance, not just from dedicated green groups, but from wave after wave of local 
residents. People who have never been on a protest before in their lives are now climbing 
rigs, blocking roads and stopping lorries to protect their communities, their water, their 
climate, their local democracy and the natural world that they love. 
 
The treatment we’ve received from the police in response is shameful, but heartening at 
the same time. It shows us that we’ve got the fracking industry on the ropes. They’ve lost 
the argument, and are resorting to the only tactic they have left - brute force. It will be no 
match for the moral force of our movement. 
 

 



Anne Power told the New Statesman 
 
I’m the 85-year-old dragged away from a fracking protest – I want you to be angry. 
 
I am an 85-year-old woman, and I have been protesting fracking in Lancashire for four 
years. You might think this an unusual pastime for someone of my age. But I’ve been 
proud to be part of a community of Green Party members, local residents and anti-fracking 
campaigners, young and old, who week after week go to that very roadside. 
 
We do it because we want the world to know we said no to the drills set to destroy our 
environment as they extract gas. The protests have been peaceful. They involve slowly 
walking in front of lorries taking away contaminated water, or standing or sitting in the 
road. 
 
On Monday 9 October, I was sitting on the side of the road when I was astonished to see a 
heavy goods vehicle swerving towards me. It came extremely close, and with no police 
warning whatsoever I managed to retreat a little. 
 
A young man standing next to me was hit in the chest by the vehicle, which continued 
unashamedly into the entrance of the site. That was when we made the decision to sit 
down in the bell mouth of the entrance. We felt extremely angry, and that several people 
could have been killed or seriously injured. This was when the police officers came over. I 
absolutely refused to move, and that’s when they decided to heave me off my seat and 
drag me across the road. 
 
When I was a child, I saw police officers as friendly faces. I was taught they were to be 
respected and trusted. So it is with great sadness I say today that the only violence I have 
seen at the Preston New Road site has come from the police and security services – with 
aggression escalating week after week. 
 
Friends who protest alongside me have been pinned to the ground by their neck, pushed 
against vehicles and frequently manhandled. It’s frightening. And it undermines the role of 
the police: to protect the public. Some police authorities are publicly refusing to help. 
North Wales has withdrawn reinforcements which were helping to police the site, with 
police and crime commissioner Arfon Jones saying: "Let them pay for their own security." 
 
My brush with the police at Preston New Road shook me – but I am determined it will not 
stop me. On Wednesday 11 October, I returned to the site…….. 

 
Anne’s current Facebook profile pic says a lot 

 



 

Despite the above accounts, it isn’t all doom and gloom, with every day a battle on the 
frontline. At Preston New Road, Maple Farm provides a safe, happy and welcoming 
environment for those – including families – who wish to come along and find out more 
about what is going on, or just express support. 
 
 

 
 
 
Alan Tootill  
 
A reminder, Alan’s books Fracking the UK, and Fracking the UK 2, together present a 
unique primer on fracking and its prospects in the UK. 
 
If you need paperback editions, you’ll have to pay for them, but digital versions are 
available for FREE download from the following links - 
 
Fracking the UK – the essential primer 
mobi format for Kindle tablets, smartphones etc 
http://frackingtheuk.co.uk/frackingtheuk.mobi 
pdf 
http://frackingtheuk.co.uk/frackingtheuk.pdf 
 
Fracking the UK 2 – an update 2013-2016 
 
mobi  
http://frackingtheuk.co.uk/frackingtheuk2.mobi 
pdf format 
http://frackingtheuk.co.uk/frackingtheuk2.pdf 
 
If you find the books helpful and informative, a small donation to B&FGP would be most 
welcome! 
 
https://blackpoolfylde.greenparty.org.uk/donate.html 

http://frackingtheuk.co.uk/frackingtheuk.mobi
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